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When millionaire industrialist Tony Stark, inventor extraordinaire, garbs himself іп solar-charged, 
steel-mesh armor he becomes the world’s greatest human fighting machine. 


Stl’ THE INVINCIBLE LIRON MAM., 


GEORGE TUSKA JACK ABEL 4 JOE ROSEN, Бичин 


ARTIST/ STORYTELLER EMBELLI SHER 


~~AND IN THE VERY 
: ENTER OF THE 
hice A SUDDEN NW я EXPLOSION, THROWN 
SUMMER THUNDER - С FORWARD AMID THE 
CLAP 77 ROCKS THE Ж. Д DEBRIS, 15 A GLEAMING 
VERY д З GOLDEN FOR. 
OF THE STARK INTER- Ç я 
NATIONAL LONG [SLAND 
СОМРЕЕХ-- 
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--ЕУЕМ WITH THE PROTECTION #3 ONE THING'S CERTAIN 
OF MY ARMOR! GOOD THING IT 2 -— THIS WAS NO 
WAS ALREADY EVACUATE! -> ACCIDENT! 


© 
-- THANKS TO THE = TELEPHONE IT WAS A 
ТР WE RECEIVED A FEW DELIBERATE 


THERE ARE 
EASIER WAYS 6 


ЇЕ I HADNT өнг 
LEAVING THAT 
PROCESSING PLANT 4 
WHEN ІТ BLEW UP, I'D 
ВЕ A DEAD МАМ-- 4 


IRON MAN! ү NO FACTS, 
THE RAMIFICATIONS OF ANY IDEA FRIEND-- | STAY BACK. MY 
THAT FACT. WHAT JUST AN ARMOR б STILL 
HAPPENED / EDUCATED / SMOULDERING 
z GUESS. / FROM THE HEAT OF 
THE EXPLOSION-- 


--АМР I WOULDN'T 
WANT TO ADD A BURNED 
HAND TO OUR OTHER 
TROUBLES! 


RIGHT NOW, тр 

BETTER USE MY 
REPULSOR RAYS TO 
EXTINGUISH THE FLAMES) - 
WITH CONCUSSION ! 


THE PAST FEW У| --AND THEN, 4 BUT NOW, THE MOMENT MIND IF 1 WAIT 
Days ТУЕ ВЕЄМ/| THE BATTLE 1 COME BACK ТО STARK| |М FOR НІМ INSIDE T 
AGAINST THE へ INTERNATIONAL -- I'M 
LIVING LASER? ALMOST KILLED BY AN 
ACT OF INDUSTRIAL 
WARFARE ! 


: НЬ. ЕН? AY GAUNTLET'S 
SIR--MR.STARK W | "ЗБЕ AVENGERS #/53 | | N SO HOT FROA THE 
ISN'T IN AND GIANT-SIZE () EXPLOSION-~IT'S 
RIGHT NOW. AVENGERS #6.--GER ( С SEARING THE WOOD! 


NOT А GOOD ~-AND IF IT'S NOT, THAT'S ONE MORE -- SEALING ТОМУ 
SIGN. MY ТНЕКМО-Д, THEN THERE'S A TROUBLESPOT T'LL ЗТАКК 5 PRIVATE 
COUPLE SHOULD 6) STRUCTURAL FLAW HAVE ТО СНЕСК-- OFFICE FROM 
BE ABSORBING SOMEWHERE IN MY PRYING EYES. 
THE HEAT, R. 
TRANSFORMING ン --АЕТЕВ I'VE 
ІТ INTO f ^ 7 PUSHED THIS 
ЕМЕКСУ--, ; L BLITTON, WHICH WILL 
j ELECTRONICALLY 
DRAW THOSE 
DRAPES-- 


THEN, I'LL 


ACTIVATE THE 

POLARIZATION 
UNIT IN MY 

CHEST РЬАТЕ-- 


-AND RETURN N INA WAY. I STILL MISS МУ --АМО I STILL HAVEN'T DEVELOPED 
ONCE MORE ТО _\OLD_NON-POLARIZED ARMOR. THOUGHT ONE ON HOW TO HANDLE 


IDENTITY OF FOR MY CUMBERSOME 
ANTHONY STARK, | OLD ATTACHE CASE. ー WHOEVER 
PLAYBOY HE 1S AND PERHAPS ONE 
INVENTOR AND па... WAHYEVER HE'S OF MY OLD 
INDUSTRIALIST. ATTACKING ENEMIES? THE 
ENN ee 
MIDAS? NO,..THEY'RE 
Минии = DEAD... AND THE 
OTHERS ARE IN 
PRISON, 


TIME. 
THAT'S ONE 

THING I 
DON'T HAVE. 


THE AVENGERS 
ARE EXPECTING 
ME TO MEET THEM 
AT THE MANSION 
LATER THIS 


ІМ ALONE •- 
VENING-~ Е 


THE MILLIONAIRE 

AND HAPPY “МАМ WHO HAS 
HOGAN WERE НЕКЕ, | EVERYTHING” IS 
SO I COULD CONFIDE | MISSING ONE Ац: 
IN SOMEONE... IMPORTANT /7ЕМ-- 


AND, RIGHT 
NOW, TWO OF 
E RIENDS 
- | ARE IN 
OWNER OF STARK 1 Í ) DOWNTOWN 
INTERNATIONAL DOES ШІ ТД | MANHATTAN... 
FRIENDS, THOUGH * 1 ) 


ИМ FACT, THEY'RE HERE, /М THAT PART /STEN;| NO DOUBT ABOUT \--AND THE DESIGN FOR TONY'S 

OF NEW YORKS FINANCIAL DISTRICT の の IT KRISSY. AS RESCUE-JET 15 A DIRECT STEAL 

KNOWN AS WALL STREE A TONYS NEW FROM A PATENT HELD BYAERO- 

DIRECTOR OF SPACE LIMITED. 

ENGINEERING, TVE STUDIED 

ALL HIS BLUEPRINTS WE'RE JUST LUCKY AEROSPACE'S 
AND PATENTS -- LAWYERS DECIDED ТО CONTACT US 

RATHER THAN PROSECUTE. 


' OUR BOSS IS IN 
TROUBLE BIG, ABE., 


IT MIGHT BE 
EASIER COMING 

FROM YOU, MS. 

LONGFELLOW. 
> 


MR. KLEIN AND I LOOKED + AND I МАУ BEJUSTAN 
OVER THE AEROSPACE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY- 


--BUT IT \ IMPOSSIBLE! I ИН-ОН, TONY...WE MAY BEA 
LOOKS ТО | DESIGNED THAT LITTLE LATE GETTING BACK 

ME LIKE ROCKET-PACK HOW ТНЕУУ | то LONG ISLAND. 
THEY'VE MYSELF! GOT A PATENT- а 


1 
CASE. Af “THERE'S МО WAY ⁄ a z e 
I COULD HAVE у н 
STOLEN AERO- |, 22” = | 1 い 
Д SPACE'S DESIGN! ’ | ЕКЕ ON SHE 
BROOKLYN BRIDGE 
NOW, AND WE'RE 
STUCK BEHIND AN 
ARMY CONVOY. _ 


AND YOU KNOW 
HOW SLOWLY THOSE 
h DINOSAURS MOVE! А 


ーAND ITS 
DATED TWO 
MONTHS 
EALIER THAN 
YOURS! 


УОЦ DON'T 
SUPPOSE 
ITS NERVE TONY HAS 
O PROBLEMS 
? ENOLIGH 
WITHOUT-- 


== 


Аве! 7 
SOMETHING 
GLOWING 
ЦР АНЕАР/ 


IT'S GETTING 
BRIGHTER! ТЕ- 


SOME SORTA \ -- BUT WE CAN'T 
HEAT RAY! SWERVE! WE'RE 
ІТ MELTED 


WATCH IT! 
THAT 


“WELL, OKAY, TONY. 
5 7 WONDER 
WHAT THEY'RE 
TRANSPORTING? | 
ONE OF THE TRUCKS 
HAS A DANGER 
SIGN ON /7 REAR..." 


TONY, WE'RE 
CRASHING! 


I'VE GOT TO GO TO 
THEM, AND THERE'S 


SHE AND ABE 
MIGHT BE HURT-- 
Ф Ё 


THE СОМУОУ 
KRISSY TOLD 


~-SCRAMBLED TOGETHER LIKE 
A BOX OF BROKEN EGGS! 


th š 
game. 
メル WHAT ON ЕАКТН 
НАРРЕМЕО HE 


WILL YOU 
GET HIME 


KRISS., MS. LONGFELLOW... 
АКЕ YOU ALL RIGHT? 


MR.STARK TOLD МЕ 
THERE WAS 
TROUBL 


, LESS THAN THREE MINUTES 
LATER, A RED AND GOLD GLADIATOR, 
STREAKS HIGH ABOVE THE BROWN 
BRICK BUILDINGS OF BROOKLYN, 
DIPPING TOWARD THE CENTURY-OLD 
BROOKLYN BRIDGE, WHERE HE SEES... 


#EAT RAY HIT 
МЕ--ЫКЕА 


CANNON SHOT! 


--БОМЕОМЕ 5 RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THIS DESTRUCTION-- 
THAN А FAIR 
CHANCE, 


—AND THERE'S A FAIR 
AVENGER! 


CHANCE HE'S HIDING 
RIGHT IN WERE! 


RIGHT YOU ARE A, 
НА5-ВЕЕМ! ТҮР 
REDESIGNED МУ 
WN COSTUME SINCE 
THE LAST TIME 
| D WE FOLIGHT *-- 


d -- MAKING МЕ. 
STRONGER THAN 
А HANDFUL OF 

H-BOABS 


I ALWAYS SAID 1 
WAS MORE OF A 
GENIUS THAN YOUR 
BOSS, TONY STARK, 

AND THIS TIME TLL 
PROVE IT- 


ву MELTING you 
INTO A PUODLE OF 
STEAMING SLAG! Ч 


МО! МУ THERMO- 

COUPLE DEVICE 
IS COMPLETELY 

INOPERATIVE/ 

O 
WITHOUT IT, I'VE GOT 
NO PROTECTION AGAINST 

HIS MELTING RAY! 


A MAN IS NEVER HELPLESS 
SO LONG AS НЕ CAN THIN. 
A 


An 


i r CAN 4 
(JUST DODGE 


HIN 


I CAN'T MOVE! WE 
HAVEN'T BEEN FIGHTING 
BUT veel MORE THAN FIVE MINUTES -- 
の - 


© 
HAVE TOUSE — = --AND HE'S ALREADY 
THEM, - =( REDUCED AE TOA 
AVENGER-- т А MOLTEN WRECK! 
Р = © 
--АМО YOU'LL : ) YVE СОТ ONE 
NEVER GET THE - | HOPE--BUT IT'S SO 
CHANCE! SLIM IT'S PRACTICALLY 
SUICIDE! 
LET'S SEE YOU DODGE 
МУ RAY NOW=- WITH YOUR = 
ARMORED LEGS FUSED TOGETHER! 


TLL USE МУ 


МУ ARMOR'S FUSED, AND 
800T- JETS-- 


<< =, Z WHAT ら THIS? YOU'RE 
О І CAN'T MANUEVER--SO 2 ATTACKING МЕ: 
AND HIT HIM Y 1 BETTER STRIKE HOME , — 
WITH EVERY-¢ THE FIRST TIME 0й7-- 5 


THING j 
Wve Gor! 
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i : IN A WAY, TM 

! LMOS 
NEVER GET À, СА DISAPPOINTED-- 
SECOND SHOT! у= > 3 


1 


DISAPPOINTED-- 2 2” 74 
AND SORRY THAT ”: 2 
OUR LITTLE N --AND YOU'VE 
CONFRONTATION З A 40. 
MUST END. 
FOR YOU SEE, 


THE GAME 15 
OVER NOW--/ 


ABE! КОМ 
4 | MAN--HE'S Л 


Y HE-HE WENT > 
7 МОЕК--АМО HE | ALL THAT ARMOR-- 
ISN'T COMING UP! / HE MUST HAVE 
GONE STRAIGHT TO 
THE BOTTOM.’ 


CAPTAIN! THER 
MAN OUT THERE--CLINGIN’ E= 
TO А СНИМКА DRIFTWOOD!) 


AND CAPTAIN--1 У > 
THINK HE'S ALIVE! 


- WELL NOW! 
ч IF THAT DON'T 
Малы. BEAT ALL? 


WHATCHA THINK-- MAYBE НЕ FEL 
OFF THE STATEN ISLAND FERRY, OR 
ONE OF THEM CRUISE BOATS-- 


IF НЕ DID, НЕ МИФТА BEEN 
кірім” IT WEAR NAKED! 


WHERE'S ALL YOUR 
CLOTHES, MATEZ 


THE MAN'S PROBABLY ン ン NOW THEN. CARE ТО TELL ME 
қ WHAT YOU WERE GOIN OUT THERE? 


HALF FROZEN! 


МУ NAME'S 
TOMY STARK, CAPTAIN. 
DOES THAT ANSWER 
7 YOUR QUESTION? 


Von 


HERE, LAD-- о” 
ТАКЕ THIS O | 


тб і PLAYBOY FELLA. ` 
Woe bur GUESS YOU FELL 
ITS WARM. OFE YOUR YACHT CLOSE 
DURIN’A WILD ENOUGH, 


OBLIGED. алы, СОЛУ 


THE MELTER 6 
TOO POWERFUL 
TO FACE IN ANY 


ARMOR-- NOT THAT Д 


I REALLY HAVE 
A CHOICE. 


eee BUT 1 WON'T 
BE THAT LUCKY 
AGAIN. 


IN HIS OTHER IDENTITY, BECAUSE OF THAT I'M 
AS BRUNO HORGAN, THE 


RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 
MELTER AND I WERE MELTER'S EXISTENCE: 
INDUSTRIAL COMPETITORS O 
--АМО HE'S ALWAYS --SO 1 MUST 
BLAMED TONY STARK DEFEAT HIM-- 
FOR HIS FINANCIAL ALONE! 
FAILURE. 


MIGHT HAVE 
IDEA How! 


2225 оа то пев ENOUGH] МЕ の の どら 
DOESN'T HAVE DIFFICUL? (| | INCREDIBLE 2 
WERE GOING ТО TOSS ONE МОКЕ Mort кручі 
COMPLICATION HIS WAY (THOUGH IT 
WON'T COME ТО A CLIMAX FOR т ASK you 
SEVERAL MORE ISSUES)... TO STEAL 

SOMETHING, 

AND WHAT 

Do you po? 


«Й COMPLICATION 
BEING BORN HERE, 
/ THE SHABBY 
MIDTOWN MAN- 
HATTAN OFFICES 
OF HARRY КЕУ-- 


SERGEANT O'BRIEN --NOR. HAVE 1 FORGOTTEN THAT 

Boy-O... OR HAVE YE YOU'RE А DIRTY LITTLE THIEF! 

FORGOTTEN I'M А 

DETECTIVE SERGEANT 
OF POLICE? 


I HAVEN'T 
FORGOTTEN IT, 
HARRY ME LAD= 


OT. 
THE ONLY ONE, 
O'BRIEN? 


THINK T DON'T KNOW 
WHAT 1 DID, WHEN I 


1 DID IT FOR A REASON, BUT SINCE 


ВОУ-О...ТО PROVE IRON | YOU COULDN'T 
LET YOU BREAK INTO МАМ А ВІЕЕРІМ" EIND THE 


STARK'S PLANT*-- MURDERER! 


SN 
ー WHEN І LET YOU STEAL 
INDUSTRIAL SECRETS? 
5 


Сы 


EVIDENCE 


«ча JUST 
HAVE TO 
ТАКЕ IT 

MESELF! 


ЗБЕ? МЕ TOLD | 
YOU THEKE D ВЕ 
COMPLICATIONS, 
AND WE ALSO 
TOLD YOU THEY 
WOULDN'T BE 
RESOLVED THIS 
(SSUE 


HOWEVER, JUST TO SHOW YOU WE 
CAN, OCCASIONALLY, END A STORY, 
WE'RE GOING TO BRING YOU ТО А 
LONELY LIGHTHOUSE ON LONG 
ISLANDS MONTAUK POINT... 


LET'S NOT ONE MILLION 
WASTE WORDS, | DOLLARS? TWO 
MELTER. HOW MILLION E 
MUCH со YOU 6 


T/VE ALWAYS 
RATHER FANCIED 
BEING A S/X Ф, 


MILLION DOLLAR 
MAN! 


А 


50 BEIT! 


LAY CHECKS our-- THIS 
DEVICE IS EXACTLY 
WHAT I SUSPECTED: 


ин 
S 
THAT convoy was | 
TRANSPORTING A SPECIAL NW 
PROTOTYPE TACTICAL 
NUCLEAR WEAPON-- АА 


AH, GENERAL 
I SEE WE'VE 
FINALLY MADE 
CONTACT! 


アレ wa 
224) `" 


`. At 


-~-A MINI A-BOMB 

CAPABLE OF DESTROY- 

ING ONE SQUARE MILE 
OF DENSELY- 
PACKED CITY 


"Ор FIVE SQUARE 
MILES OF FARMLAND! 


BE A SCANDAL 
ABOUT THIS ~~ 
CARRYING SUCH 


DEVICE THROUGH 
AN URBAN AREA 


-BUT THATS NOT MY 


CONCERN, DELIGHTFUL 
А5 IT MAY ВЕ, 


ШЕ / 1 SUPPOSE YOU'VE 
EEING ТЕУІМС ТО 
Е TRACE му BROAD- 
SS CAST SIGNAL-- AND 


YOU'VE ONLY NOW 

LEARNED THAT 

SUCH TRACING (5 
IMPOSSIBLE, 


ARE YOU PREPARED 
TO MAKE A DEAL, 
MY FRIEND? 


IT'S SO PLEASANT ТО DEAL 
WITH A REASONABLE MAN. 
NOW, AS TO PAYMENT. 
WE CAN-- 


THE ORIGINAL 
IRON МАМ! 


BUT--I KILLED 
JAW YOU 

DIE! THIS CAN'T BE 
HAPPENING-- 


UNLESS--YOU'RE NOT 
THE SAME IRON MAN AT 
ALL! THAT'S IT: YOU'RE 
JUST AN IMPOSTE 
WEARING IRON MA 
OLD ARMOR! 


DOLT! ги MELT 
YOU LIKE I MELTED 
THE OTHER 

"GOLDEN 
AVENGER “-- 


NOT THIS 


THIS TIME, 

THINGS ARE 
GOING TO BE 
DIFFERENT! 


I FOUGHT YOU IN 
THIS ARMOR TWICE 
BEFORE MELTER- 
BUT NOW T'VE MADE 
SOME CHANGES. 


топ MIGHT 
BE IN FOR 
A SMALL 


PERHAPS ITS BEST I 
END YOUR PATHETIC 
DELUSION AT ONCE…- 


--МЕТЕАР ОҒ 

TOYING WITH 

YOU, AS І MIGHT 
PREFER! 


WHAT ZNO 


ONE CAN SURVICE 2 
А BLAST LIKE `Š 
THAT! | 


*TALES OF 
SUSPENSE #47 
АКО 90.--6. 


А5 LONG AS I COULD ALAOST 
YOU'RE FREE, І ADMIRE YOU, IRON 
7 BE 5 MAN, IE 1 DIDN'T 
#ATE YOLI SO 
COMPLETELY 


STILL, ТМ NOTA 
_ CRUEL MAN -- 


22214 
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AND, DEEP WITHIN BRUNO HORGANS FOR A STRETCHING 
MIND, A 5 ЕК THREAD SMAPS -~ MOMENT THE MELTER 
АМО THE MAN CALLED THE MELTER STANDS SILENT, GAPING 
GOES BERSERK, SCREAMING AT THE AT THE RUIN BEFORE 
VERY TOP OF HIS LUNGS, SWINGING 

HIS HEAT RAY WILDLY ABOUT THE 


Б” 7 


--UNTIL, SUDDENLY, THE 
RAY STRIKES A DELICATE 
POWER PACK WITHIN 
THE LUMBERING METAL 
FORM, AND-- Í 


--АМО NEXT-- 
TO 5МА5Н 
PRETTY GOOD j SLIPPED IN BEHIND You, you’ 
ROBOT--_ GIVING ME THE CHANCE 
TO SMASH YOUR PRECIOUS 
MELTING RAY-~ 


NO! TH!S АКМОК : «ЗМО z CAN'T САТЕМ HIM!” 
IS STILL STIFF -- 
AWKWARD! 


M NOT А ROBOT! 
мот A ROBOT! 


TOWARD THE 
7 24 WINDOW-- 


IF THIS REPAIRED NON- & AND SO, IN A WAY 
POLARIZING ARAOR HORGAN WAS RIGHT, 
HADN'T BEEN AVAILABLE~-/ AFTER ALL! HE D/O 
O FIGHT А GHOST 
ー エ MIGHT REALLY HAVE N THIS EVENING-- 
BRUNO WAS WRONG, BEEN FORCED TO BATTLE 
IT WAS А ROBOT, OR THE MELTER ІМ THE OLD 
RATHER, MY ORIGINAL ARMOR, AS HE THOUGHT-- 
IRON МАМ АКМОК-- 
--АМО I WOULD 


HAVE DEAD, IN- 


STEAD OF HIM. FOR BRUNO 
х е | HORGAN-- 
d t 


--REMOTE-CONTROLLED = = < = 
BY THIS MICRO-CIRCUIT “ — — 96 
OF THE BREAKING WAVES-- IN MY PAL 


М. ジン í QG 
BELIEVE 
WE SAy-- 


Q K ат 1 
22 COMICS GROUP, 576 MANSON АТ МКС 10022 o) 


Dear Archie and George, 

Do you know how long I’ve wanted to write a letter to 
IRON MAN using that greeting? “The IRON MAN team 
supreme” is how you were billed in last issue's letters раде, and 
in my opinion that’s no hype. | can remember the great 
Goodwin/Tuska/Craig tales that are among IRON МАМ 5 finest 
hours, Jasper Sitwell and Whitney Frost (where are they 
now?!}...the Maggia and the Gladiator...Janice Cord...the 
Controller...Midas! Talk about nostalgia! The memories just 
keep on coming. 

But ! really prefer looking to the future of this strip, rather 
than the past. The Crimson Avenger has reached an excellent 
point for а new beginning. 14 seems the recent teams assigned to 
IM haven't understood the character- 一 or haven't been around 
long enough to do anything with the strip. | hope that you two 
will reverse this unfortunate trend. This is an excellent time to 
introduce a whole new supporting cast, and perhaps it’s time 
more emphasis was put on IM's gadgetry. For years the only 
weapons Stark/iron Man has employed are his repulsor rays and 
his boot jets. Since Stark used to design all of SHIELD's 
weaponry, it would seem he should have used some of the most 
effective and exotic devices to supplement his агтог 5 strength. 
1, for one, would like to see some more diversity in Iron Man's 
"агзепа!,” 

George Tuska seems to have a boomerang complex about 
this тадагте. No matter how many times George leaves, he 
always returns to prove that no one does the Armored Avenger 
better than he does. Even in issue #88, which | don't feel is опе 
of his better efforts, Iron Man just seems to ooze with power 
in every panel. 

I've gone оп at greater length than | intended. So, I'll end 
this letter thanking you for reuniting one of my favorite writer/ 
artist teams, | hope that the months ahead will be the best іп 
IRON МАМ% history 

Bruce Canwell 
Meadows Rd. RFD #2 
Bowdoin, ME 04008 

Thanks for the good words, Bruce. As you've gathered by 
reading issues 491-492, Archie is no longer scripting ої" 
Shell-head due to his duties as Editor-in-Chief of the Mighty 
Marvel line. However, we think you'll agree with us that his 
replacement as writer/editor, Gallopin’ Gerry Conway, is gonna 
keep that IRON MAN team supreme! And, of course, George is 
staying on the book. We passed your request for some new IM 
weaponry on to Gerry and George, and they are now busily 
working up some gadgets that should boggle your mind. Aside 
from the mechanical devices, they're developing some new story- 
lines and sub-plots that'll shatter your senses and send your 
broken mind into cataclysmic convulsions. Of course, all this 
planning is taking some time, so Happy Herb Trimpe will be 
quest-penciling a spectacular two-parter, beginning next issue. 
(Моге on that later, Кето sabe!) 

Dear Bullpen, 

I’ve been meaning to write this letter for years. One of the 
most interesting, mysterious and sensitive characters Marvel ever 
created hasn' been seen in at least five years. Who is it? 
Madame Masque, of course! And frankly, i'm amazed that she 
hasn't returned іп the Marvel Universe. Just re-read the issues 
she appeared іп with Iron Man, and you'll see why I'm so 
concerned. 

I hate to resort to a trite expression, but it’s been way too 
long. Let's see Madame Masque again, Please. Preferably in 
IRON MAN. 

Ron Tatar 
2235 SW 62nd Court 
Miami, FL 33155 


Dear Marvel, 

With each passing issue the Iron て lad Avenger gets better and 
better. Lately, fron Man's older foes have been reappearing in 
the mag, and | believe that this is the main factor for his suc- 
cess. However, the time has come for a new Iron Man villain to 
join the ranks of Marveldom Assembled—one that would not 
necessarily be defeated on his first appearance, Perhaps Michael 
O'Brien could become this scourge. 


Andrew Smith 

3117 W. Coutler St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19129 

Stick around, Ron and Andy; you might find our upcoming 
issues mighty interesting indeed! 


Dear Marvel, 

The purpose of this letter is just to thank everyone involved in 
the making of IRON MAN ANNUAL #3. 

I've found that annuals are usually boring, uninteresting 
affairs—sort of like football's Super Bowl, There із а big build- 
up all year long, but when the big day finally arrives, the game 
itself winds up flat. So, fighting back my yawns, | went and 
bought this book—mainly because of the villain of the story. 
You see, I've always had this thing for all-powerful villains a la 
Galactus, the Stranger, etc. And the Molecule Man has always 
ranked high on my list—those groovy lightning scars of his al 
ways made him visually interesting as well as mentally 
exciting. 

When | opened the book, | got another pleasant surprise: 11 
was written by опе of my favorite Marvel writers, Steve Gerber. 
Still, a good villain and a great writer do not necessarily make a 
good story. It also takes artwork, Comics are basically a visual 
medium, and their greatest strength is that they can visualize 
things books can only describe. Unfortunately, my critical 
knowledge of the finer technical points of this artistic medium 
is lacking (| still get confused by what the inker exactly does), 
However, | do know what | like when 1 see it. And, | saw it in 
IM's annual. 

How Sal Buscema managed to show a little дігі exactly as she 
would probably look if taken over by the noxiously evil 
Molecule Man is beyond me. Another priceless panel was 
the one of Cynthia's mother, turned into а doll and lying on 
the ground crying for someone to help her. (Гуе often wondered 
how artists manage to come up with such bizarre images all 
the time!) 

Since there is no letters page for the annual that | know of, 
Um mailing this to Iron Man's regular mag, hoping it'll reach 
the parties concerned. 


Larry Cummings 
1 Woodlawn Avenue 
Oil City, PA 16301 


Steve and Sal thank you, Larry. But they also want to be 
sure that credit for a job well done is shared with their third 
partner, Able Jack Abel, who finished 5415 layouts. And if 
you're confused about all the different tasks performed оп а 
comic, Lar, we'll try to give you a clear picture next issue when 
we have more room, 


